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Hydronymic Europe seems structured: I offer a paradigmatic theoretical for-
malisation of hydronymic root distribution across and beyond Europe, yielding 
an exclusively linguistic description of plausible prehistoric development. The 
paper is an unconventional integration of formal linguistic theory with philol-
ogical, etymological and onomastics scholarship. I also provide critique of some 
onomastic-etymological approaches to river names, such as the understanding 
of hydronym Sava. With a predominant focus on hydronymy, I compare the 
river-names on morphemic-phonological and denotational-semantic levels 
which yield arguments in favour of a layered-onomastic image of Europe. 
Concerning the denotational-semantics, I propose an analogue for formally 
inferring the meaning of  roots underlying hydronyms. 

1.    Introduction & Proposal

Given that that a formal approach to onomastics on a non-local model has not been 
practiced as widely, I propose a atypical approach, integrating the results of etymo-
logical and onomastics scholarship with modern linguistic theory. This approach 
hopes to shed light on some of the postulates of the Paleolithic Continuity Theory 
(Alinei, 2001) but tries to avoid any theoretical stances. 

What I propose, therefore, is to give empirical reasons to be considered along some 
other arguments for rethinking both the place of nomina propria within linguistics and 
philology as well as prehistoric human evolutionary model, as far as language is con-
cerned, and provide arguments that linguistic evidence should be further acknowl-
edged as they are as intrinsic as those put forward by archeologist, geneticists and 
anthropologists. 
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